@Congress of the United States
Washington, BC 20515

September 19, 2011

The Honorable Douglas H. Shulman
Commissioner of Internal Revenue
Internal Revenue Service

United States Department of Treasury
Washington, DC 20224

Dear Commissioner Shulman:

We write today to bring to your attention the serious issues that registered domestic partners and
same-sex married couples experienced in the 2010 tax filing season. These couples face
significant complexity in filing even the most simple of returns, often resulting in improper
enforcement action by the Internal Revenue Service at a considerable cost to these taxpayers and
the federal government. We urge the IRS to take swift action to address these issues and ease the
unequal burdens faced by these taxpayers.

Currently, fifteen states recognize same-sex marriage or domestic partnerships with no
equivalent recognition under federal law. The absence of federal recognition for these couples
has created ambiguity and complexity in the tax law that can, in part, be mitigated through IRS
action. In the 2010 Annual Report to Congress, the National Taxpayer Advocate discusses the
inequities faced by these couples, and recommends the IRS publish rulings and guidance to
address these issues. We ask that the IRS review these recommendations and take appropriate
action to ensure that the tax law is enforced with integrity and fairness to all taxpayers.

Furthermore, domestic partners living in Washington, California, and Nevada, face additional tax
complexity with respect to community property. For couples living in these three states,
community income and community deductions are shared equally between both partners, as
required by the IRS and well established Supreme Court precedent. However, current IRS
systems do not adequately link domestic partners — resulting in erroneous notices of improper
reporting and the inaccurate assessment of penalties and interest. These errors are costly for the
taxpayer to address, and waste significant IRS funds and resources.
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Now, more than ever, our tax system must be simplified for taxpayers and provide for the
efficient and economical administration of our tax laws. While we believe that legislative action
should be taken to fully address the inequities experienced by same-sex couples, we urge the IRS
to take immediate action within its authority to reduce unnecessary burdens and ensure our tax
law is applied fairly and equitably to all taxpayers.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration and commitment to these issues.

Sincerely,

CDE OTT CHARLES RANGEL
of COngress Member of Congress
PETE STARK @N LEWIS
Member of Congress ’7 ber of Congre
(Cotpecd S pa™—
““RICHARD NEAL XAVIER BEC
Memberjof Congj‘rf) Member of Congress
g T Desgh
IVl mfz/w)&\
LLOYD DOGGETT MIKE THOMPSON
Member of Congress Member of Congress
LARSON EARL BLUMENAUER
mber of Congress Member of Congress
RON KIND b : BILL PASCRELL
Member of Congress Member of Congress

‘‘‘‘‘

HELLEY BERKI/E @
Member of Congress Membe

r of Congress



Member of Congre

OLIS
of Con,
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN MIKE QUI EY
Member of Congress _ Member of Congress
%/" % ﬂ"? &’-" ye~r Mﬂf D
LUIS GUTIERREZ MICHAEL CAPUANO
Member of Congress Member of Congress
s O. Matseww
DORIS MATSUIL
Member of Congress

n W

BRIAN HIGGINY ~
Member of Congress

MICHAEL HONDA VELAZQUEZ
Member of Congress Membgr of Congress
(DZHM}QSM QQM
ALLYSON S Tz ]
mber of Cofigress Member of Congress

r

(dp £ LT

CGOVERN CAROLYN MALONEY
epiber of Congress Member of Congress




CHRIS VAN HOLLEN DAVID CICILLINE
M&b@lﬁf-&cﬂﬁ 9 Member of Congress
W= Q\m—
ANNA ESHO
Me ongress
YVETTE CLARKE
Member of Congres
&
JOSE SERRANO LYNN/WOOLSEY
M of Congress of Congress
LOFGREN PETER WELCH
Member of Congre Member of Congress
MAURICE HINCHEY "BARBARA LEE ::
Member of Congres ; Member of Congress ! !
LINDA SANCHEZ E STEVEN ROTHMAN
Member of Congress Member of Congress
DIANA DEGETTE NIKI TSONGAS /
Member of Congress g Member of Congress

8 Wnar A] /

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ
Member of Congress




//ﬁ‘/?/

CHRIS MURPHY TIM BISHOP
Member of Congress Member of Congress
o 1167197 — (gt
ALCEE HASTINGS JUBY BIGGERT
Member of Congress Member of Congress
. Ohrrson a.w
G ACKERMAN W
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Quw .

Member of Congress

he Gt

JOE COURTNEY
Member of Congress

BRAD SHERMAN
Member of Congress

LE;CILLE RO §B£L-ALLARD %

Member of Congress

(AselSheks m s

JESSE JACKSON, JR.
Member of Congress

&, o 12

CHELLIE PINGREE
Member of Congress

ld Tadlor

OLD NADLER
ember of Congress

ber of Congress

W%M\M‘V

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
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