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The Honorable Sally Jewell
Secretary of the Interior

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Jewell,

As a member of the Washignton State delegation, I want to first congratulate you on your confirmation as
Interior Secretary. I look forward to working with you in your new capacity.

I write to request your immediate review of a longstanding issue regarding recognition of the Duwamish,
an indigenous people of metropolitan Seattle. Nearly 150 years after the Duwamish Tribe signed the
Point Elliott Treaty in 1855, they are still seeking federal recognition, which was granted in 2001 but
denied under dubious circumstances eight months later.

On March 22, 2013, U.S. District Judge John Coughenour vacated the September 2001 denial of the
Duwamish tribe’s recognition by Bush administration officials in the Interior Department. As Judge
Coughenour stated, “plaintiffs should not be left to wonder why one administration thought their petition
should be considered under both sets of rules, but a second did not.” I agree.

This issue of Duwamish recognition has been pending for so long that the Interior Department’s rules for
federal recognition of tribes have changed from the original regulations set in 1978 to those that were
revised in 1994. There is significant evidence to support Duwamish recognition that is not in current
record, which was filed 20 years ago.

I therefore urge the Department to open the administration record so that the Duwamish people have the
opportunity to make a full presentation of relevant facts.

Recognition is a matter of respect and honor for the Duwamish people. They have waited long enough.
I would like to discuss this matter with you either in person or over the phone as soon as possible. Please

contact my scheduler, Myat Khaing, at the Washington, D.C. office at myat.khaing@mail.house.gov with
your availability.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
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